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., POLITICAL REPORT 

1. National and Foreign Affairs ; 

a, SH^GEMITSU Accents Nomination : SHICEMITSU Mamoru, former 

Foreign Minister who signed the surrender documents on board the USS n Mis- 
souri M 2 Sep 45, has ao cep tod the nanl nation for president of the progres- 
sive Party (INTSUM 3517), He mode his acceptance in a oall on former Pre- 
mier ASHIDA RLtoshi, one of tho party 1 a senior advisors* However, although 
ASH3DA 1 s support undoubtedly will influence many Progressives, there is ocn- 
. s id or able opposition to SHIGKMITSU among that eeotion of the party which 
follows MIKI Tfedceo, the party <8 secretary-general. TCKABECHI Gizo, ooc- 
Cabinet Minister who is head of the party’s nominating oonmittee, prodloted 
a struggle within the party which may result in seme loes of dissonting 
members, and indicated that his oamdtteo valid not toko hasty notion, (a) 
Consent s Although he has no politioal background, SHJBEKITSU 
stands head and shoulders above any other suggested Progressive 
candidate as a national figure. New 65, ho had a long and dis- 
tinguished career in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, starting 
. in 1911* Ho was hfljiister to China in 1931, and lost a log in a 

banb explosion in Shanghai in 1932. He was Vice Foreign Minister 
in 1933, Ambassador to the Soviet Union in 193 6, and suocoeded 
present Primo Mini 5 tor os Ambassador to En g l and in 1939* He be- 
came Ambuss alar to China again in 1941, and Foreign Minister un- 
der TOJO, and concurrently in 1944 hood of the Greater East Asia 
Prosperity league. Ho resigned 7 Apr 45, but was oallod back to 
be Foreign Minister in the "surrender Cabinet" of HJDASHI-KUNI 
17 Aug 45* After the Occupation, bo was trlod and convicted as 
v 7 a war. criminal, end imprisoned in &igamo. He was released fr cm 

• prison 21**or 50 (INTSUM 2995), and depirgod 24 Mar 52, 
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